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About Missouri Division of Energy

As the state’s energy office –
The Missouri Division of Energy assists, educates, and 
encourages Missourians to advance the efficient use of 
diverse energy resources to drive economic development, 
provide for a healthier environment and to achieve greater 
energy security for future generations. 



Missouri Landscape

- Relatively low utility rates.

- Home rule state.

- No statewide energy codes.

- No Public Benefit Funds for EE/RE





• Need local 
data to reflect 
market value 
of EE homes

• Need data to 
factor EE into 
lending 
decisions.

• Need greater 
knowledge of 
EE market to 
have incentive 
to sell

• Need greater 
knowledge of 
the EE market 
to have 
incentive to 
build green

BUILDERS REALTORS

APPRAISERSBANKERS



Why Missouri Home 
Energy Certification 

(MHEC)?



Why Missouri Home Energy 
Certification (MHEC)?

• Decrease marketplace 
confusion.

• Increase the level of 
awareness.

• Provide meaningful 
recognition.

• Recognize both new and 
existing homes.

• Make it voluntary.



MHEC Highlights

• Involved stakeholders.

• Incorporates existing national 
and local residential EE 
programs to create a level of 
consistency with a single 
platform. 

• Recognizes both new homes 
and existing homes. 



MHEC Program Overview

• Both new and existing 
single-family homes are 
eligible.

• Two certification levels: 
Gold and Silver.



MHEC Paths for Gold Certification
An eligible home must achieve one of the following:

• Score of 65 or less on the HERS Index.

• Score of 8 or greater on the HEScore.

• Achieve the equivalence of the 2012 IECC for climate 
zone 4.

• Receive a Columbia Water & Light Efficiency Score backed 
by a HES of 8 or greater.

• ENERGY STAR™ Certified homes.



MHEC Paths for Silver Certification
An eligible home must achieve one of the following:

• All cost effective improvements in HEScore have been 
implemented.

• 20 point decrease on the HERS Index.

• 90% efficiency rating on the CWL Efficiency Score.

• 20% energy savings as modeled by an approved program 
or approved modeling software.



Missouri Certified Home Energy Auditors 

energy.mo.gov/energy/hea

Application Form & Instructions:

http://energy.mo.gov/energy/hea


MHEC Next Steps
• Work with Investor-Owned and Municipal Utilities to 

align energy efficiency programs.

• Reach out to realtors, inspectors, appraisers, lenders and 
homebuilder organizations. 

• Work with residential energy stakeholders to overcome 
technical and market barriers.

• Upgrade application platform to allow for auto-download 
of information - make it easy.



Sales Premiums and 
Faster Sales

• Homebuyers are willing to pay more for 
energy efficient homes. 

• Studies show a sales premium of 

– 2-13% for designated EE homes1, 2, 3, 5, 

8, 9, 10, 11

– Results in $3,400 to $8,800 premium4, 6, 7, 8, 

9, 10, 11

Designated Energy 

Efficient 
Comparable Home

Sources: 1Argeris, 2010; 2Cadena & Thomson, 2015; 3Carson Matthews, 2009; 4Corgel, Goebel, & Wade, 1982; 5Griffin, 

2009; 6Goodman & Zhu, 2016; 7Halvorsen & Pollakowski 1981; 8Kahn & Kok, 2013; 9Laquatra, 1986; 10Longstreth, 1986; 

11Pfleger et al., 2011.



Home Energy Checkups

• Analysis of a home’s energy efficiency.

• Great place to start when trying to decide what EE 
upgrades will be most effective.

• Allows for comparative buying based on energy 
performance. 

• Generally required for EE mortgages and other EE 
financing opportunities. 

• Many kinds, but most widely used and recognized 
are the HERS Index and HEScore 



Home Energy Rating System 
(HERS) Index

• Developed by the 
Residential Energy 
Services Network 
(RESNET)

• HERS Rater assesses 
home and compares 
data against a 
“reference home” 

• Great tool for builders 
and code compliance

• Scale of 0-150



Home Energy (HEScore)

• Developed by Department of Energy 

• Assesses energy-related assets to measure efficiency.

• Scale is set to local conditions, where 5 is the average 
home in each local area. 

• 1-10 scale – high scores mean more efficient 

• Works well for existing single family homes, townhomes, 
and duplexes. 



Green MLS

• Uses “green” data entry fields to identify 
green home features and certifications.  

• Aims to increase EE and the use of RE 
by introducing information into the home 
buying process. 

• The ability to value and educate on high 
performing homes will increase market 
penetration of high performing homes.



Green MLS

Buyer

Provided 
reliable EE 
information 

so that it 
can be a 
decision 
point in 

purchases

Appraiser

Provided 
specific EE  

data to 
reflect in 
market 
value of 

EE homes

Lender

Provided 
data to 

factor EE 
into 

lending 
decisions

Builder

Provided 
incentive 
to build 
green



MLS with No Green Fields

• Add certification/ ratings 
and upgrades made in 
the comments or 
“remarks” section. 

• Upload verifying 
documents from 
homeowner as an 
attachment

• Advocate for green field 
adoption on your MLS.



Appraisal Institute’s (AI) 
Green Addendum

• Information includes EE and RE 
features, which can be used by 
appraiser to form a more accurate 
valuation of property.

• Recently updated for ease of use and 
consistency between other agencies. 



Green Addendum:
Energy Labels



Green Building 
Registry™



Green Building Registry™ 

• Data solution that provides EE data for 
home at time of sale. 

• Utilizes information from utilities, 
regional EE programs, PACE loans, and 
home energy ratings.

• Does not contain personal information 
such as homeowner name, etc.  

• Data accessible to real estate agents, 
home buyers, and home appraisers. 



Green Building Registry™ 



Green Building Registry™ 



SUMMARY

• The challenge

• Outreach is key – communicate - educate 

• Every stakeholder is critical.
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Visit our program webpage:

http://energy.mo.gov/energy/mhec or

email mhec@ded.mo.gov

Contact:

Andy Popp

(573) 751-6981

andy.popp@ded.mo.gov

For More MHEC Information

http://energy.mo.gov/energy/mhec
mailto:mhec@ded.mo.gov

